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INSIDE

“Like us!”  
 on 

FaceBook

Bridgewater 
College to 
Purchase 

Crimson Inn
The Town Council approved a special 

use permit at their August meeting 
that will allow Bridgewater College to 
operate Crimson Inn under a “Flexible 
Purpose Housing” provision of our 
Zoning Ordinance.  While the College 
plans to continue renting rooms to the 
general public it will also use the 
facility to house “overflow” 
students in the fall, visitors 
to the campus or even to 
provide temporary residence 
for faculty, staff or other 
employees.

While it might seem 
unusual that a college 
would own a hotel, we 
know that Virginia Tech and 
Shenandoah University also 
follow this practice.  For quite a 
while Bridgewater 
College has been 
renting rooms 
at Crimson Inn, 
especially at the 
start of the school 
year.  Owning 
the building will 
certainly give them 
greater flexibility in 
providing lodging 
needs for the 
students, faculty, 
staff and guests.

General Assembly 
Authorizes 

Tougher Grass 
and Weed 

Ordinances
For the first time in quite a while the General Assembly has 

given local governments the authority to impose restrictions 
on the homeowner concerning the length of grass and weeds.  
While we’ve had the ability to enforce limits on vacant lots, 
occupied ones have been off limits until now.  The Council 
passed an ordinance this month that sets an 8” limit and is 
triggered when a significant portion of the grass or weeds 
exceeds that height.

If a property owner is in violation they will be given 
a written notice of violation.  While not required by the 

ordinance, it is our intent to visit 
the property owner first 

to request compliance 
with the ordinance.  

Should the 
owner fail to 
mow the grass 
within seven 
days from 
the mailing 

of the written 
notice, the Town 

may enter the 
property and mow at 

the owner’s expense.  If 
the owner should fail to pay, 

the amount due will be filed as a lien 
against the property, ranking on a parity 
with liens for unpaid taxes. 

Bridgewater has very few lots that 
violate this ordinance, but the ones that 
do have created many calls to the Council 
and staff asking for help in resolving the 
problems poorly maintained lots create.  
Hopefully, a friendly visit will be all it 
takes to get the homeowner’s cooperation.
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We didn’t know much about MOVOTO before this 
month.  They had something to do with real estate and 
making best and worst lists, but that was about it as 
far as we knew.  Then we made one of their lists and 
started paying attention.  We found out that MOVOTO 
is a nationwide real estate firm that is the source of 
many of the “10 best” and “10 worst” lists you see 
on the internet.  Fortunately, we made one of the “10 
best” lists.

As you probably know by now, they named 
Bridgewater the 3rd best small town in 
America out of 202 that were 
evaluated.  Using data from 
the 2010 U.S. Census they 
selected the towns with 
populations between 
5,000 and 20,000.  Then 
they used Areavibes, 
Sperling’s Best Places, 
Yelp and additional 
Census data to gather 
information on the 
following criteria.

•	 Total amenities
•	 Quality of life
•	 Total crimes
•	 Tax rates
•	 Unemployment
•	 Commute time
•	 Weather

Each town was ranked from 1 to 202 in each 
category, with 1 being the best possible score.  Then 
all rankings were averaged into 
one score with the lowest number 
becoming the “best” small town.

Here’s the top ten from their 
rankings.

1. Vienna, Virginia
2. Palm Beach, Florida
3. Bridgewater, Virginia
4. Boonton, New Jersey
5. Jackson, Wyoming
6. Zionsville, Indiana
7. Estes Park, Colorado
8. Purcellville, Virginia
9. Ashland, Virginia

10. Fort Myers, Virginia

It is interesting to note that 
Virginia had more towns in the 
top ten than any other state.  When you expand the 
list to the top fifty, Virginia again comes in first, with 
Colorado a very close second.

Bridgewater Named 
3rd Best Small Town 

in America

MOVOTO had some very nice things to say about 
Bridgewater in their comments.

If you’re looking for serious quality, without 
a high price tag, Bridgewater is 

definitely your best bet.  For 
starters, it had the lowest 

cost of living in our top 
10, but still had the 

fifth-lowest crime 
rate, the 11th shortest 
commute, and the 
25th lowest taxes.  
That’s a lot of bang 
for your buck.

While it had fewer 
amenities than others 

in our top 10, it’s still all 
about quality, featuring such 

places as Francesco’s, which is 
cozy but has to-die-for Italian food.  If 

you’re worried about affording all the delicious food, 
don’t be too concerned.  The unemployment here was 
at merely 3.7 percent, so you’re unlikely to be out of a 
job in these parts.

Not bad for a town 
of just more than 
5,000 people, right?

These are very 
kind words that those 
of us in Bridgewater 
certainly appreciate.  
We’re certainly 
pleased to make one 
of MOVOTO’s “10 
Best” lists and hope 
we can forever avoid 
those like “America’s 
10 Most Dangerous 
Small Cities”, 
which also came out 
recently.

You can find the entire article at http://www.
movoto.com/blog/top-ten/best-small-towns.
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New Hours 
and New 
Displays

Bridgewater Historical Society
Bridgewater Historical Society is 

gearing up for a busy fall and invites 
citizens and visitors 
to drop in and take a 
look at some of the 
displays depicting 
Bridgewater’s heritage.  
Their new hours are 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

(left) Step back in time 
and take a look at Dr. 
Beydler’s roll-top desk 
now on display at the 
Historical Society.  Dr. 

Beydler used this desk in 
his Bridgewater office.

(above) Bobby 
Shank created 

this replica of the 
octagon barn that 
originally stood 

on the Miller 
farm at the end of 

Bank Street.  

Dr. B.H. Beydler, grandfather to BHS President Ben 
Beydler, opened his Bridgewater office in the early 1900s 

and served our community until his death in 1936.

The Miller farm at the end of Bank Street was the original 
home of the octagonal barn.  As portions of the farm were 
sold for development it became apparent the barn had to 
come down.  Just four days before it was scheduled to be 

bulldozed, the Frontier Culture Museum contacted the Miller 
family and requested that it be donated to the Staunton 

facility.  In 1991 it was moved to this new location.  Today 
it can be rented for 
gatherings such as 

dances, weddings and 
reunions.

Piece by piece, the old barn 
was dismantled and moved 

to its new home in Staunton.  
(right) Today the barn sits 

at the Frontier Culture 
Museum.  The interior has 
been refurbished and has 
two levels, each able to seat up to 130 people.
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Bridgewater’s Labor 
Day Celebration

5K - 8 a.m.
Bridgewater Community Center

201 Green Street

Registration forms at town.bridgewater.
va.us or call 828-2479 for details.

Free

C
a
r
n
i
v
a
l

Rides

Park ‘n Ride shuttle bus service from Turner Ashby High 
School to Oakdale Community Park will begin at 4:30 p.m.

Oakdale Community Park  
134 Mt. Crawford Ave.

Entertainment

Just Jazzin - 5 p.m.

Everyday People - 7 p.m.

Monday, September 1
3 p.m. to 9 p.m.

FIREWORKS
8:30 P.M.

Food and drink 
will be sold by various local 

charities and service organizations.
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Oakdale Community Park  
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Garden of the 
Month

Bob and Pat Johnson
303 Sandstone Circle 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson who have been awarded 

Garden of the Month for August.

Pat readily gives credit to 
Bob for the development and 
maintenance of the multiple 
garden spots and as Bob explained, 
“Yard work is my hobby and I 

enjoy working with flowers.  This 
was a good year for gardens.” 

The Round Hill Garden Club judges 
particularly liked the variety of plants the Johnson’s 

chose not only for their front bed, but also those around the 
side and in back.  “The flow of color interspersed with a 
variety of texture and height creates an appealing landscape 
design,” commented Ann Menefee.

The Johnson’s welcome visitors to their gardens and would be 
happy to share any hints that may help other gardeners.

Round Hill Garden Club News

To nominate a 
garden call Sally 

Lance at 867-5347 
or Ann Menefee at 

432-9921.

(top)  Bob and Pat are particularly pleased with the lantana (purple flower) that they 
planted for the first time this year.  “It has been alive with bees and humming birds ever 
since the blossoms opened,” commented Bob.  Also in this bed are lobelia, butterfly bush 
and perennial hibiscus.  (middle)  Perhaps the mandevilla is the most striking feature of 
their front porch, but the knockout roses and potted geraniums and verbenum certainly 
are close seconds.  A Japanese maple can be spotted in the left corner of the picture.  

(bottom)  As you follow the walk around the side of the house, visitors are greeted with a 
splash of color made up of marigolds, zinnias, impatiens, vincas and petunias. 

Business Beauty 
Spot

Premier Vinyl
223 Old River Road

Round Hill Garden Club awarded Premier Vinyl 
Business Beauty Spot for August.  

The covered porch of this enterprise not only features 
the columns and fencing that they are famous for, but 
also is set off by hanging baskets of geraniums and ferns 
provided by Homer Rhodes.  The flower bed in front has 
the ever popular knockout roses and geraniums.

Congratulations go out to Travis Rhodes, owner of 
Premier Vinyl, for receiving the August award.
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Tom the Cat...
From Stray 

to Fame
If the story of Tom the Cat 

seems familiar that might be 
because	we	first	wrote	about	
him	five	years	ago	in	the	
January 2009 edition of the 
Bridgewater Current.  Tom had 
selected Oakdale Community 
Park as his home and made friends 
with many of those who walk 

through the park.  One couple who 
befriended him was John and Ann Barr.  

John Barr, a professor of music at 
Bridgewater College, and his wife 
Ann, a school teacher, have been 
long-time residents of Bridgewater 
having moved here in 1968.  After 
retirement they often took walks around town and in Oakdale park.  That’s 
how they met Tom.  Soon it became their habit to visit the park nearly every 
day and offer the feline bits of food or treats.   But Tom had other caregivers 
too.  Maintenance workers Wanda Hensley and Herman Snyder often brought 

their own treats to Tom, and neighbors to the park regularly fed Tom or took 
walks with him.  So “Tom” garnered a fairly large group of human friends and 

caregivers.  As John states, “Tom kind of fell into our lives.”  
Over time the Barrs began to realize that many people had become a part of 

Tom’s life.  “At one point I offhandedly mentioned to Ann, ‘We’ve got a story 
that could be written about this cat’,” commented John. Unfortunately, time was 
not in their favor.  Ann succumbed to lung cancer before the book was written.  
John completed this labor of love and dedicated the book to her memory.  Their 
son, Johnny, created the colorful illustrations.   

So, for those who want to know the rest of Tom’s story, stop by the North 
River Library and read it for yourself.   

John Barr authored the children’s 
book, “Tom the Cat of Oakdale Park,” 
but his real profession is teaching and 

playing piano and organ.

North River Library News118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, Ext. 4

Storytime Stuff 
Momma Goose Rocks (0-3 yrs.)

 Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.
Precious Preschoolers (3-5 yrs.)

 Thursdays, 11 a.m.

K-5 Stuff
Lego Club, Sept. 8, 4 p.m.   

Dogs 2Read2, Sept. 23, 4 p.m.

Tom acquired many friends during his 
stay at Oakdale Community Park.  Today 
he happily occupies a permanent, loving 

home on a farm in Augusta County.



September 1 ..................LABOR DAY, Offices Closed
Check out Labor Day activities, pages 4-5

September 9 ................................. Town Council Meeting
7:30 PM
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Bridgewater Home Weight Watchers    .......Meets 
every Tuesday.  Weigh-in at 3:15 PM. Meeting, 3:30 
PM.  For more information please call 828-2511.

Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-
6539. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum ....... 109 South Main 
Street.  Open every Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
from 10 AM to 3 PM.

North River Library Events  .................See page 7.
September 3 Congressman Goodlatte Open Door      

A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s 
office will be available the first Tuesday of every 
month from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers of the Bridgewater Community Center or 
may be contacted at 885-3861.

September 3  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies 
Auxiliary..... ....Meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 PM at the Post home on Dry River Road.

September 4  Massanutten Archeological Society  .
7 PM.  Regular monthly meeting at Arey Hall in 
the Bridgewater Municipal building.  The public is 
invited to join us. For additional information, please 
see our website at http://www.mcasv.org or contact 
Kay Veith at vaveith@comcast.net or 540-564-0635.

September 9  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ......... 7 PM 
@ United Methodist Church.

September 14   Bridgewater United Methodist 
Church ..... Invites the Bridgewater community to 
celebrate “First Responder Sunday,” recognizing 
and honoring the members of our town’s Volunteer 
Fire Company, Volunteer Rescue Squad, and Police 
Department on September 14th at both its 8:30 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. Services. The Church is located in the 
heart of Bridgewater at 219 North Main Street.

September 18  Myers Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644 .   7 
PM.  Regular meeting at Dry River Post.  Call 828-
0051 for further information.

September 23  Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary .........Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.  New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

Fall Yard Sale September 27
Fall Yard Sale September 27th.  To have your 

address listed free in the Daily News Record please call       
828-3390 weekdays before 5 p.m., September 22nd.  


